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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

HOW WE MAY BE OF USE TO MEN *

REV. W. P. JOHNSTON, D.D., BEAVER

FALLS, PA.

Acts 3, 6 : “Silver and gold have I none

,

but such as I have give I thee.”

The lesson gotten at this time ought

to be of account. It was a new epoch, the

beginning of a new order of things, the

trial time of new principles. It is the

record of the first acts of the men who had

been with the Lord after His departure.

The words and acts of these men, at this

time, are of more account than the ordi-

nary. Men who seek to know what is

right, and desire to do it, can get good

here. They who in the future mean to do

for their Lord, on the one hand, and for

men on the other, ought to study the

Acts of the Apostles.

From the use of the words of this text

we wish to show how we may come to be

of use to men.

THERE MUST BE CLOSEST RELATIONSHIP WITH

JESUS CHRIST.

If unfortunate people are to get help,

there must be that which will call it

out. These Apostles did not go out to

help this man. That was not their errand

—they went to the temple to pray. He
was seen and heard on the way to the

temple. They stopped, thought, spoke,

sympathized, acted. Sympathy has only

sermon preached in Second New
York pulpit, Dec. 22, 1912, and requested

for publication in Olive Trees.

one source. All light is from one sun.

The sympathy—all the sympathy that

can be in men's hearts for men—must

come from Him, Who in sympathy for

sorrows of men. gave His life on a tree.

This man Peter had been with Jesus.

He had His mind. These are the men
who work for men, stop when they hear a

cry, listen to a plea, have pity—do things.

It will always be so. In His love and

pity He redeemed us, and so made us

capable of the redemption of others.

You can't get the action of wheels

under vehicles that move on rails of iron

on these streets or on the hills unless re-

lationship is established by currents with

sources of power at a central point. The

source of help to men is not in men, but

in God through men. Peter did not

originate the good that came to the man.

He did not pretend to be anything else

save the medium of help. "In the name

of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and

walk."

The men who are with Jesus get new

hearts, newT eyes, new ears—see and hear

things not seen and heard before.

Browning shows in his epistle of "Kar-

shush the Arab Physician," the transfor-

mation that comes to a soul if relationship

is had with God.

Lazarus had been dead four days, was

now again in his village. "The man is

witless of the size, the sum, the value in

proportion of all things. Prodigious

armaments assembled are no more to him
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than the passing of a mule with gourds.”

Men who become possessed of Christ’s

mind, see things differently. All good-

ness has one source.

THERE MUST BE RELATIONSHIP WITH

THE CHURCH.
The place is of account, the hour is of

account, when Peter uttered the word of

healing. It was at the gate of the temple,

it was at the hour of prayer. The place

of help is the gate of the temple
;
the hour

of help is the hour of prayer. Men get

good at hands of the people who go in and

out of the temple. We expect this, not

only because the Church was divinely

meant to be such instrument of good, but

because the exercises engaged in, the

things done in the house of God, the sub-

jects discussed, develop the traits, call out

the feelings, by which alone men get help.

The one great theme in all houses of

worship, and in all the ages of time, is the

sacrifice of Christ for men. You can

make machinists in shops. You make

scholars in schools. The Church makes

you solicitous for men. There is a phi-

losophy in it. The men who pray are good

men. The men who serve the Creator

will serve the creature. Men who have

been saved and go to a house to praise

God because saved, will in the nature of

things think of those who are unsaved.

Sympathy for men belongs to a heart that

has come into sympathy with God. To

the end of the ages will it be true that

the man who goes to the temple at the

third hour to pray will, as he goes to or

from this place of prayer, see and pity

and try to heal the man—that man, who-

ever he may be, that needs the pity. No
other need appty.

RELATIONSHIP WITH MEN ADMITTED AND

REALIZED.

There were things here calculated to

draw a man’s attention. Colonnades,

magnificent in their proportions. Mono-

liths here that sparkled in the sun. A
gate was here so costly in material, so

splendid in workmanship, so elaborate in

its engraving as to get the name “Beau-

tiful.”

Peter saw the man. Fastening his

eyes on him, the record says, for the time

being he saw nothing else. It is a good

thing to be interested in music, and art,

and architecture. It is a nice thing to

appreciate the beautiful in marble or

W. P. JOHNSTON, D. D.

brass or canvas. It is a good deal better

to have a heart sympathetic with suffer-

ing, that can hear a voice and respond to

it—can see a man when he’s down, stops

to think what may be done. Better to see

unfortunate -men than beautiful gates.

The men whom Christ left behind Him
gave themselves to save. That was all

they had to do. They did not do much

for art in Eome or in Jerusalem. They

left nothing in marble or bronze. They
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left men healed in body and soul and

mind. They changed the character of

men, not the looks of the houses. I

would beg you that are young—who are

getting ready for life’s work—choose pro-

fessions in which you will have to do with

the making of men rather than the mak-

ing of bridges.

To look after the interests of men, body

and soul, makes men heroic. It gives

subjects to the drama. It made Garrison

and Sumner immortal. It led Lafayette to

offer his sword to Washington. It kept

Livingstone in Africa till he died. The

words that made men free did more for

Lincoln’s fame than to have been chosen

Chief of the Republic. Common men

can be elected to office.

Men are down now, holding out their

hands. Peter was surprised at the sight

of one—there are ten thousand now. They

are in stupor from drink. They cannot

lift their hands. They are diseased from

licentiousness. They are worse in mind

than in body. They are depraved in ideas

because of false faith, like that of Rome.

These Bible stories are here to instruct

and incite, not here to fill out a blank

page. A man—a good man—is to have

eyes for only two things, God Who gave

him his eyes, and man, whom God meant

him to see. The great commandment that

embraces within itself all the Command-
ments, is in these words : “Thou shalt love

the Lord thy God with all thy heart

and soul and strength and mind, and thy

neighbor as thyself.”

Peter was in the right attitude to both.

He was on the way to the temple to pray,

showing right relationship with God; and

stopping, gave help to one in need, show-

ing right relationship with man—looking

up to God in adoration; looking down to

man in sympathy.

PUTTING THE PROPER ESTIMATE ON THE

VALUE OF GIFTS.

This story gives us the relative value

of things, the proper estimate to put upon
them. A word fitly spoken, a sentiment

expressed, advice uttered, may be of in-

finitely more value than pieces of coin.

This man asked for money. If gained, it

would have procured food or raiment or

shelter. All this would have helped his

body. He got instead, that which brought

the transformation of his moral nature.

Joel Stratton did not give John B.

Gough either silver or gold. He did give

him what outweighed all material things,

for he came to be by his words a man
made in the image of God, because a new
creature in Christ Jesus.

A maid, a servant maid, told hTaaman

he ought to see a prophet in Israel. That
was of more account to him than if at the

command of the king he had been given

bags of gold. The word that a praying

mother speaks to a lad. as he goes away

to school or to the shop, is likely to be

the thing that tells for the boy’s welfare

in life and in death, and in a life that is

to be in all the endlessness of the ages.

Peter did not need money. You do not

need money to be of account to men. Our
Lord when in the body He left our world,

sent these men to do His work, with no

money in their purses—they were not to

get any either. Peter evidently cared very

little for it, thought little about it, went

about at all events without any, and when
asked, had none to give. He did not

think as much about it as people nowa-

days do, at any rate, nor lie awake at

night contriving how he might make it

to be more.

It is said Mr. Moody started from his

house in Chicago for Tennessee, after the

battle of Chickamauga, in order to aid

the wounded, not money enough in his

pocket at the station to pay his way to

Cincinnati. Dr. Paton was allowed of

God to make new people out of those he
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found in the Hebrides. He never could

have been so honored if his heart had not

been, as Peter’s was, in his love of men.

This man was given a royalty for his

books of $60,000 by his publishers, and

turned it over, all of it, to the Foreign

Mission Board of his Church.

The good to be done is not confined to

those who are the possessors of money.

Any man, rich or poor, high or low, who

has taken Christ into his life, has the

power of beneficence in his very nature.

The woman at the well who left her water

pot and went and told men to come with

her, that she had found Christ, did more

for the poor of Samaria than if she had

brought them bags of gold.

IF OURSELVES BECOME INTERESTED IN

OUR OWN GIFTS.

Peter’s action is of account, and shows

its value when you read that he fast-

ened his eyes upon the man, “spoke

to him,” took him by the hand.

Here is personal interest of the most

undoubted character. It is not what,

goes to a man from your hand in the

shape of a piece of money, but what

goes out of your soul to a man, as evi-

denced by your voice, by your eye, by your

hand. This man likely was in that spot

for 3’ears, for it is said, “He was laid

daily at the gate.” People no doubt

dropped coins in a. vessel, and in all the

years no change in body or mind. Peter’s

coin was no better than anybody else’s if

onty coin. Peter gave him out of his

own personality, not put on, not feigned,

but Teal, felt in his own soul, or felt in

soul of the other, for if the flint touches

flint you have fire. Out of his own soul

he gave recognition, sympathy, comfort,

hope, inspiration. The expectation of

good, through new blood, in all the veins

of his body, change in body, for “he

leaped and ran.” Change in soul, “for

he was praising God.”

This distinction of value of gift to the

giver, if his own personality is in it, our

own Lowell has made clear in his search

of the Holy Grail. The knight, when he

rode from the castle at the outset of his

search, threw a coin to the beggar that

sat at his gate. The beggar did not lift

it from the dust, for it was only gold.

When the years have gone, Sir Launfal

comes back to the gate, old and haggard

and worn, and the beggar is at the gate,

as he was when he went. He breaks the

crust and divides with him, gives him no

gold, but food; fills his cup from the

stream, and the blessing came, the Holy

Grail in his gift of food, and he hears

Christ’s words through the voice of the

leper, “Whoso gives himself with his

gifts, feeds three—himself, his hungry

neighbor and Me.”

IN CLOSING :

We ought not to» forget the capacity we
have of enjoyment, and choose, think of,

seek after, that which will satisfy us.

A coin will not satisfy a man, nor

millions of them. God, our own God

Himself, has not in His own right hand,

Fie that has the heavens and earth in His

keeping that that will satisfy the lowest

and meanest of all earth’s children, unless

with the gift He gives Himself. Man has

the boundless capacity for God. David

had a throne, a crown, palaces. He
did not mention these once in all the

writings that we have. “Whom have we

in heaven but Thee, and there is none

upon earth that I desire besides Thee.”

“My soul thirsts for God, the living God.”

And the soul will be starved and beg-

gared through eternal days—-yes, eternal

night—'that' does not get what Peter gave

to the beggar at the gate, the knowledge

and possession of Jesus Christ, the soul’s

Saviour and Lord.

Bead Olive Trees for mission news.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

ABROAD.

Syria, Latakia.—Writing December 12,

1912, Miss Louise Crockett tells of doings

on Thanksgiving day:

If “time and tide” wait for the women
in America, they don’t here, for it seems

incredible that it is nearly the year 1913.

If time keeps rushing on in this fashion,

some of us folks, who call ourselves

young, will need to look for gray hairs.

Miss Wylie, who has been sojourning

in Beirut, may not return for some time.

THANKSGIVING DAY PARTY.

Miss Edgar, who has been spending a few

days at Mersina, will probably return by

the “French” on Saturday or Sabbath.

So far, we seem to be in no danger, nor

do we anticipate any. At least we are

not packing for Cyprus.

You perhaps know that the scourge of

cholera has been lifted from our town.

The day schools have been open four

weeks.

Thanks to Mrs. and Dr. Balph, we all

enjoyed Thanksgiving Day very much.

Seven Americans, Miss Clalia Fattal,

Messrs. Sadick and Taufik Fattal, sat

down to a sumptuous turkey dinner at

about 1 o’clock in the afternoon. The ab-

sent ones were missed, but still perhaps

we had just that much more to eat, for

Mr. Edgar—but I must not talk about the

absent. The principal business of the

day disposed of, we listened to songs and

recitations till the afternoon was nearly

gone. Truly, we have much to be thank-

ful for, especially that we have been kept

safe, while there is so much war and un-

rest around us.

Late in the afternoon of December 10,

while the skies were having wash day, the

IT. S. SS. Montana steamed in. It is the

first U. S. war vessel I have seen in these

waters, so you may be sure that I was

excited and puffed up. We were all glad

to find the sun shining the next morning.

The cruiser lay about half a mile out,

directly west of the mission buildings.

In the morning sunshine she made an in-

spiring sight. Dr. Stewart went out in

the morning. About noon Captain

Fletcher came ashore and called on Dr.

Stewart and Dr. Balph. At half-past two

in the afternoon a launch came ashore to

take guests out. Quite a crowd of Amer-

icans and natives were glad to avail them-

selves of this opportunity to visit an

armored cruiser. When we reached the

Montana we were welcomed and royally

entertained by the Captain and officers.

They escorted us over the vessel. Every-

thing was interesting from bow to stern,

especially the big guns, the conning tow-

ers, the kitchen, and last but not least,

the men. Tea and sandwiches were served

to us, much to the pleasure of our “inner

mens and womens.” Just before the sun

sank into the blue Mediterranean, several

men marched up and stood at attention

before the flag. Behind them stood the



30 News of the Churches.

band. As the flag was slowly lowered, the

band played “The Star-Spangled Banner”

and the Turkish national anthem. All of-

ficers and men on deck stood at attention,

facing the flag. To us who had seen

nothing of the kind in so long, or per-

haps never before, it was all very impres-

sive. Soon after, we entered the launch,

which carried us rapidly to shore. They
said that they would be cruising up and

down the Syrian coast until peace is de-

clared, so they might return after two

weeks. All the Mission circle are well.

Asia Minor, Mersina.—A letter from

Bev. A. J. McFarland, dated November

26, 1912, contains items that will interest

the churches:

As Brother Willson and I have just

returned from holding a communion at

Tarsus, it would seem to be in order to

write you a few lines telling about it and

giving you other items of general inter-

est. We found the people on the verge of

a panic owing to the unfavorable news

from the seat of war, and to the fact that

the Moslems were observing one of their

great feasts, called the Feast of Sacrifice,

at which the Koran teaches them it is

especially propitious to make their sacri-

fices not of sheep and goats, but of their

infidel neighbors. Many of the Chris-

tians had already fled to Mersina, think-

ing foreign influence might prevent any

massacre there. Some poor deluded peo-

ple sold their beds and few cooking uten-

sils to get the money for car fare and

khanexpense. Our people were very much
disturbed also, and would have been down

on us at Mersina in a body if they had

not been assured that we were coming and

proposing to go on with the communion.

As the first days of the feast passed by

without any disturbing events, confidence

was gradually restored somewhat, and

some of the refugees even began to return.

but there is much uneasiness and anxiety

yet. The attendance at the services was
hardly up to the average, and the number
of communicants was less than usual,

mainly due to the disaffection of an old

influential member who has been a

troubler quite frequently. He has always

tried to maintain that the Mission was

for his particular class or sect, and op-

posed any efforts to extend its benefits

either temporal or spiritual, but especially

temporal, to other sects. One of the five

applicants for admission was a Fellah,

whom we received on a kind of probation,

allowing him to make public profession of

his faith before the congregation, but ask-

ing him to' wait for baptism until the next

communion. The young man has been

jiving quite an exemplary life for some

time, and seems entirely sincere in his

profession. His friends seem willing to

allow him full liberty to choose his re-

ligion, and are quite friendly also with

our evangelist there. We do not antici-

pate that the disaffection will continue

long on the part of any but the old man.

It is quite possible we may be compelled

to cut him off from our communion en-

tirely. He has lived off the charity of

the Mission largely nearly all his .life, but

is only one of many examples of the in-

gratitude of some of our beneficiaries.

Miss Sterrett got up from the severe

attack of dysentery only to return to bed

in a few days with a severe pain and swell-

ing in one knee. It seems to be some

easier to-day, and we hope she will get

complete relief and return to her usual

strength soon. Dr. and Mrs. Peoples are

entertaining all the circle at Thanksgiv-

ing dinner on Thursday. Two warships

are stationed here at present, a German

and a French.

No one seems able to predict with any

confidence what will likely be the result

in these parts of the terrible humiliation
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this nation has suffered from her enemies,

but even Moslems are saying it is the

hand of Allah in vengeance for the inno-

cent blood shed here in the Armenian mas-

sacres. This is wholesome reasoning. May
the Lord make it plain to all, and yet

in His wrath remember mercy.

*
Dr. Peoples writes, December 3, 1912,

respecting the needs of the medical de-

partment: I learn through Dr. Metheny

that the Board has kindly granted us a

furlough next year, and I wish to thank

you for it. In that connection might I

present another petition, namely, that

when I do go home the Board would

grant me permission to present the needs

of the Mersina hospital and medical work

to the -people?* I am working as hard as

I know how to get a ] ittle place fixed up

for a hospital. It is a case of take what

}X)u have and make the best of it, and in

many cases that is much harder than to

make a new thing from the beginning.

The question of labor is one of the propo-

sitions of the mission field. Whether you

actually do the work with your own hands

or have it done by the natives, you must

spend your time on the work, for the

tradesmen do not know their work and

cannot and will not carry out instructions

unless you stand over them. In the long

run it is more satisfactory and less trying

on the patience and temper to do the work

yourself. As I have said before, a nurse

is very much needed. That need has been

emphasized just lately. Miss Sterrett has

been having quite a sharp attack of dys-

entery, and for a time was in need of

such constant care that finally we sent

to our friends the American Board Mis-

sion Hospital in Adana for a nurse. They

very kindly sent their head nurse and

matron, who is a very capable person, and

the one nurse whom it was hardest for

*Bequest granted.

them to spare. It was very much appre-

ciated. I am glad to say that Miss Ster-

rett recovered sufficiently to be up and

about
; but about a week later she was

forced to go to bed again for a week or

so with acute rheumatism. On Thanks-

giving Day she had recovered sufficiently

to be carried in a chair to our home,

where the circle had gathered to remem-

ber the day—with the American Consults

family—around the festive board. Last

evening, just after dusk the American

cruiser Montana arrived in Mersina port.

We do not know yet how long she will re-

main here. For a number of weeks there

has been a German schoolship here, and

the American Government asked the Ger-

mans to look after the interests of the

Americans. Things have been quiet here.

Very evidently the government does not

want anything in the way of a massacre

or an uprising to take place. Of course,

if Constantinople should be taken, no

man can tell what the half-starved soldiers

and infuriated Moslems would do. We
have had no reason to act on the Board’s

suggestion to go to Cyprus, and hope that

we shall have none. Poor Turkey ! When
will her eyes be opened to see and recog-

nize the One from Whom she has so

greatly departed? Disease—cholera and

such—is finishing what the Balkan States

began, and as could only be expected, its

ravages are not confined to Turkey-in-

Europe. A boy in the American Board’s

Institute in Tarsus died of cholera a few

days ago. Surely the Lord is having a

contention with this land and with these

people. May we be faithful in our work

for these unconsciously needy people.

Cyprus, Larnaca.—Under date of De-

cember 5, 1912, Mr. Charles A. Stewart

sends some items for Olive Trees:

The school work has been going on

smoothly, and progress is being made. As
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there are more resident teachers than at

any previous time, the work can be carried

out more regularly and systematically.

Over a hundred and five students have

been enrolled, and there is a daily at-

tendance of nearly a hundred; twenty-

five of them are boarders.

There has been quite an increase in

the number of the Greek boys. The num-
ber of Turks and Armenians has fallen

below that of last year. The loss of Ar-

menian students is due to their moving

away. Some of our old Turkish students

did not come back, as they wished to get

higher Turkish than we can at present

offer. A Jewish boy of about twelve en-

tered the boarding department some time

ago, and now, through what we were able

to teach him, three others have joined

him. They come from a Russian Jewish

settlement that is on the road from here

to Nicosia.

So many boys entered the preparatory

classes that we were obliged to take on

an extra teacher, a graduate of our Acad-

emy of the Class of 1911. A music

teacher is also on the teaching staff.

Mr. Smith is rapidly becoming orient-

alized, and has taken right hold of the

work. We were glad to welcome him to

our force. But another man will be

needed next fall, as my three-year term

expires by then. This is a place one will

find plenty to do along a great many lines,

and at the same time get in touch with

oriental ideas and customs.

Dr. McCarroll and family were down

on Thanksgiving Day, and together with

them we enjo}^ed the hospitality of Rev.

and Mrs. McCarroll. The dinner tasted

every bit as good as one eaten in Amer-

ica. All are in good health.

China, Hong Kong.—The friends of

Hearts are very much alike, and all take

happy.

—

Louisa M. Alcott.

Miss Rose A. Huston will be glad to

have news of her recovery, from herself,

written November 18, 1912

:

Now that I am able to sit up a little

while in bed, I will write }^ou a note to

tell 3^ou that I am getting along very well

indeed, as Dr. Saunders says. Have been

allowed to sit up in bed for a short time

each day for three or four days, and was
out on a long steamer chair yesterday for

the first. 1 feel so well that the suffering

I underwent two weeks ago seems more
like a dream than reality. I am longing

to be about again, of course, but am try-

ing to possess my soul in patience until

the powers that be think I am ready.

Everything about the hospital is very

nice, the doctor, nurses and Chinese at-

tendants very kind and attentive, and

have done everything in their power for

my comfort.

I owe a great debt of gratitude to Dr.

Kate McBurney, who was almost con-

stantly at my side, during the days that

were so trying, and to Dr. Wright, who
remained in Hong Kong until all possi-

bility of danger was over, and was so kind

and helpful through it all, and both did

so much to take the place of the dear ones

so far away.

I also appreciate very much the cheer-

fulness and readiness with which the dif-

ferent members of the mission are carry-

ing added burdens, necessitated by my ill-

ness.

I know that I have been upheld and

strengthened through the prayers of many
friends, and feel that it has been a time

of blessing and spiritual growth, and I

thank God for His great goodness to me
and for the promise of renewed bodily

health and strength. May I ever use it in

His service, and to the praise of the glory

of His grace.

lots of patience to make them good and
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AT" HOME.
Illinois, Oakdale.—We, the ladies of

the Missionary Society of Oakdale Con-

gregation, feel deeply the nnusual bereave-

ment sustained by the death during the

past year of three of our members : Mrs.

Emily McClurkin, who died Jan. 3, 1912
;

Mrs. A. M. Kane, who passed away April

23, and Elizabeth IsabelleMcClurkin, June

26. Mrs. McClurkin was a charter mem-
ber of our society, and also of our congre-

gation. She took an active part in our

work until prevented by advancing years,

passing away at the ripe age of ninety-

three. Mrs. Kane felt a deep interest in

our work, but residing at a distance, could

seldom attend our meetings. Miss Mc-

Clurkin was among our most active and

devoted workers, while health permitted.

We wish to bear testimony to the faith-

fulness, prayerfulness and persevering zeal

of these departed ones, and express our

hope that they rest from their labors and

their works do follow them. We tender

our sympathy to the bereaved relatives,

who have laid their dear ones away in the

hope of a glorious resurrection.

Mrs. Lou Auld,

Mrs. M. A. Gault.

Pennsylvania, New Alexandria,—The

Ladies’ Missionary Society of the Be-

formed Presb}rterian Congregation of

.New Alexandria desire to place on record

a tribute of respect to the memory of

Mrs. Mary A. Brown, who died September

28, 1912. While we acknowledge God’s

way is always best, and for her to live

was Christ, and to die was gain, and in

humility say, “Thy will be done,” we

feel the sweet influence of her quiet,

patient life, guiding us toward better

things and higher ideals. We feel that

our service for the Master should be one

of greater zeal and consecration, so that

when He shall call us, we also may be

ready to enter into the joy of our Lord.

She has answered the last call, “Come,

blessed of My Father, inherit the King-

dom.”

We tender our sincere and heartfelt

sympathy to the bereaved family, and

pray that the same hand which guided

this loved one, may guide the sorrowing

ones to that beautiful mansion where she

awaits them, and where there will be no

more parting.

Maia J. Brown,

Mary A. Shaw.

The Kirisutokyo Sekai publishes a letter on family worship, written by a Japanese

lady whose husband is a Christian.

She says that the family worship in her home lasts less than fifteen minutes. The

whole family assembles at 6 :45 A. M. around a table that will seat about ten people.

Each person reads his verse of Scripture in turn, the little children and the servants

often making rather amusing mistakes. Each member of the household has his or her

morning for choosing a hymn.

After the Scripture reading is over, the master of the house explains the meaning

of certain verses, and chooses a text to be taken as a motto for the day, and makes a

few simple remarks thereon.

Each member of the household takes it in turn to pray morning after morning.

The. children’s prayers are very, very short, but impressive in many ways, and the way

the servants repeat the same prayer day after day is rather funny.
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LARGER MISSIONARY SPIRIT.

Dr. Arthur T. Pierson made this state-

ment to a young minister: “My brother,

remember your parish is not your field of

labor; the field is the world, and the peo-

ple of your parish is a force which God
has given you to train for Him, that He,

through you and them, may do something

in the matter of working the world-wide

field.”

We must not get hide-bound
;
and we

must watch, or we will. It is easy to

live out our life, as minister or layman,

without seeing over the line fence of our

own congregation. Our work gets into

a rut. A collision, a “blowout,” a “smash-

up” is not always as bad as it looks.

Sometimes such have been the means of

stirring up new ideas and of awakening

new aspirations. If we are not much in-

terested in missions, the sooner we get a

jolt that will stir us up the better, for no

one wishes to go to the presence of the

Redeemer without having read His last

command.

How to get all interested in missions

is worthy of careful consideration. The

awakening needs to be broader than any

society. The impression sometimes pre-

vails that a. society has pre-empted the

territory, and “has right of eminent do-

main” in that particular work; and that

those outside the society are absolved from

responsibility.

Both views are wrong, and work harm.

The work is broader than any society

—

which you may or may not join, as you

see fit. It is broad as the congregation

itself. The awakening on missions should

embrace everybody—just what God in-

tended when He organized His people in

congregations. All are in God's society,

officered by His own chosen ones. Re in-

tends that every one shall participate.

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY.

When a work is carried on by large

numbers, there is danger of a less sensi-

tive consciousness of responsibility. Some
feel the burden; others do not. If Synod

correctly interprets financial ability, as

set forth in appropriations, and many do

their full duty, a deficit in treasury would

seem to indicate that some are not sensi-

tive as to their share of the burden. If

men work in gangs, and the load to be

lifted requires the full strength of all,

and one or two “loaf,” the others may not

be able to take up the extra burden, and

the work falls back.

WHAT THE MISSIONARY UNDERGOES.

Did you, for the moment, forget what

burdens the missionary carries? Bodily

pain is not referred to, but heart pain.

Have you any real and full conception of

what it means to be separated from the

home land and from friends? In some

fields, a few missionaries are, at times,

associated. They have a little, only a

little, of home society, and do ilot alto-

gether forget home associations. But in

other cases a missionary and his family

are alone, separated by miles from the

nearest missionary neighbor. And they

are in the midst of a strange people; of

strange language; of strange customs; of

different modes of thought. Looking out

of their windows, the view is strange, for

the villages and streets and houses and

fields and crops are all so different from

“the dear home-land.” Isolated and

alone, they walk on, devoted and conse-

crated to the great cause of the Redeemer.

“My meat is to do the will of Him that

sent Me.”

A sentence in a letter, recently pub-
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lished, gave a glimpse of another burden

on the missionary’s heart—sending the

little ones away to school. At times they

are able to find a suitable school in some

mission center. At times the little ones

must be left in the home-land. What sor-

row when the father and mother go back

alone ! How they miss those children

!

We were touched by these words in some

paper: “You hear of the Joneses or the

Smiths going back without their children,

and think no more of it. You do not

trouble to picture to yourself what that

empty home means to them in that heath-

en land. Arrived there, they settle into

work, but seem strangely older and quiet.

And they fall into a habit of lying awake

when common sense dictates sleep. She

is trying to wipe away the quick tears so

quietly, lest by any chance he should be

wakeful, and he, foolish fellow, is lying

staring into the darkness with one big

hand stretched toward the place where

the crib used to be. He is trying to cheat

himself into thinking that little Jack’s

plump fist is tying in his, and that he can

hear his soft, regular breathing close be-

side him.”

(Did you pray for them this morning?)

Brethren ! we of the home-land, with

families and friends and society and

churches and school, and everything, can

have only the smallest conception of what

the missionary passes through, the bur-

dens and sorrows and heartaches that are

his.

Why do they do it? There again, we
are slow of heart to believe. They are

passing through all these things because

of their love for Christ, which manifests

itself in love for a lost world. Would
they do it for money? Money would be

no temptation ! Nothing but the love of

God in their hearts can move to such

sacrifice.

This feature of missionary experience

is mentioned because we in the home-

land forget. We see the missionary on

furlough, when for a few brief months

he is being refreshed, and he blooms un-

der the genial fellowship, as the apple

tree in May.

The world’s greatest heroes are not the

soldiers who charge amid the shoutings

and thunders of battle. No. The great-

est heroes are the men and women who,

practically alone, in far-away lands, labor

and toil and pray as they make known the

riches of His Grace. To be brave and

face unflinchingly the dangers on the field

of battle, where one’s comrades at close

elbow touch are standing firm in the teeth

of the same tornado of slaughter, this is

heroism, but not to be compared to the

absolute, sublime self-negation of. the

missionary of the Cross of Christ.

Brethren, bear them on your hearts con-

tinually at the Throne of Grace. As

Froude says, “They ash the service, not

the payment ; the battle, not the victory.

Theirs is faith triumphant in failure,

which is better than self-congratulation

on any visible result
.”

F. M. Foster.

New Yorh City.

MINUTE OF FOREIGN BOARD.
After a sojourn on earth for seventy-

four years and six months, Dr. T. P.

Stevenson passed to the higher and bet-

ter life in the heavenly world, October 1,

1912.

Under a deep sense of sorrow and of

loss occasioned by the death of this be-

loved brother and co-laborer, the Board

of Foreign Missions wishes to bear sin-

cere and hearty testimony to his noble

character and efficient service, and in

perpetuation of his memory.

It may be said that Dr. Stevenson was

a member of the Board of Foreign Mis-

sions for the whole of his ministerial life.
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and for almost two-thirds of his entire

life on earth.

From printed records we gather the

following facts : “Thomas Patton Stev-

enson, D.D., LL.D., son of Rev. Hugh and

Maria (Patton) Stevenson, was born in

Cadiz, Ohio, April 2, 1838; graduated

from Muskingum College in 1856
;
grad-

uated from the Allegheny Reformed Pres-

byterian Seminary in 1862; licensed to

preach the gospel by the Pittsburgh Pres-

bytery April 9, 1862; married Miss Mary

E. McClurkin, of New Concord, Ohio,

May 17, 1862
;

ordained and installed

pastor of the First Reformed Presbyterian

Church of Philadelphia, Pa., by the Phil-

adelphia Presbytery, May 5, 1863 ;
ap-

pointed a member of the Board of Foreign

Missions by the Synod of the Reformed

Presbyterian Church, meeting in Linton

(Sharon), Iowa, May 28, 1863.”

His appointment as a member of the

Board of Foreign Missions continued un-

interrupted till death; so also his first

pastoral relation.

For twenty years, Dr. Stevenson served

as the Recording Secretary of the Board,

and for two years as its President. He
was ready for whatever work might be as-

signed to him, performing the same with

faithfulness and marked ability.

Dr. Stevenson was a warm friend and

earnest advocate of many reforms, nota-

bly of the “Christian Amendment to the

Constitution, of the United States.” The

idea of a “World’s Christian Citizenship

Conference” was his conception—a con-

ference at which should be gathered rep-

resentative men, especially missionaries,

for the discussion of subjects vital to the

progress of the religion of Jesus Christ

throughout the whole world. After some

years of untiring effort and advocacy, his

thought was realized by the assembling of

such a conference in Philadelphia, Pa.,

November, 1910. So successful and en-

couraging was this one that arrange-

ments and plans were immediately made
for another, which is to be held in Port-

land, Ore., July, 1913. Mention is made
of this because it shows the earnestness

and breadth of the missionary spirit of

our brother. He believed in laboring for

the salvation of individual souls; he be-

lieved in laboring also for the regenera-

tion of society; that saved souls might

be protected and encouraged in the re-

ligion of Jesus Christ, and unsaved souls

the more easily reached and saved.

He was a successful pastor, and an

able expounder of the Word of God.

Many whom he had gathered into the

fold of the Church, listened to him with

delight as he preached to them the gospel

of love and life from Sabbath to Sabbath.

But now the fold of earth is without the

loved shepherd. The loss is felt and

deeply mourned. The place here made

vacant will not easily be filled. Dear

ones in the home miss and long for his

loving presence. Their sorrow is most

keen, but their mourning is altogether

hopeful. Their loved one is not lost, but

only gone before. We sympathize with

all who sorrow, and join with all who

mourn in this case, for their loss is ours

also.

Dr. Stevenson, our beloved brother and

valued helper, is gone from us. God has

called him to a higher and holier service

and communion, and to an “exceeding

great reward.”

“Faithful till death! Servant of God,

well done

!

The fight is ended and thy crown is won.”

Duty calls us to silent submission to

the will of our divine Lord and Master.

May the life so recently closed on earth,

and now crowned in heaven, be an in-

spiration to greater endeavor on our part.

We accept the admonition tendered to us

all, “Work while it is called to-day.” “Be
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ye also read}’
;
for in such an hour as ye

think not, the Son of Man cometh.”

E. C. Montgomery,
S. A. S. Metheny.

FOREIGN MISSION WORK.
A detailed and authentic statement of

the foreign mission work of the Protest-

ant churches during the past year has

been issued by The Missionary Review of

the World in connection with its January

number, and this shows an astonishing

growth in this popular phase of church

activity. The magnitude of missions is

not realized by the man of the street.

Figures seldom convey to the mind a pic-

ture of realit}r

, of which they are but

symbols. If the missionary force at pres-

ent engaged wore uniforms and carried

rifles, and could be photographed by mov-
ing picture machines, the popular mind
would doubtless conceive of this propa-

ganda in more respectful terms.

AN ARMY OF INVASION.

This multitude of missionaries consti-

tutes a real army of invasion. So far as

the United States and Canada are con-

cerned, they are our greatest foreign en-

terprise. They represent a greater invest-

ment and expenditure than that of any

secular corporation doing an overseas bus-

iness. More than that, they are men and

women who have undergone a special

training, far in excess of anything re-

quired of business men who go to Africa,

Asia or the islands of the sea. The sig-

nificance of this host is enhanced by the

recollection that its members have prac-

tically severed all their home ties, and

expect to spend their entire lives on the

foreign field.

MILLIONS IN IT.

The past year has seen very appreciable

increase in the amount of money given to

foreign missions. The appeals for funds

are so common that the fact is sometimes

overlooked that the total of gifts is stead-

ily increasing. Last year, of recorded

gifts with some societies not heard from,

$30,404,401 is the amount. This is an

annual contribution. It will be repeated

next year and increased. Its maintenance

is assured, not by a few great gifts, but

by the steady flow of small contributions

throughout Christendom.

THE INFLUENCE OF DIPLOMACY.

Persons who are fond of looking be-

neath the surface of things have been

commenting upon the notable part that

foreign missions have had in recent his-

tory on the other side of the world. Events

in the Levant and in the Far East have

stressed the international importance of

this once despised missionary enterprise.

The prestige of America in Turkey is

almost wholly due to the work of the

missionaries scattered all over that empire

—a work of many-sided character, yet suf-

ficiently illustrated by the simple state-

ment that at the present time there are

40,000 Ottoman students in the schools

that are maintained by American mis-

sions. According to Prince Ferdinand,

Eobert College is responsible for the de-

velopment of modern Bulgaria, besides

disseminating a potent influence through-

out Turkey.

All students of the subject have agreed

that the American missionary has been

the principal factor in bringing about the

new government in China. Lord Hugh
Cecil, the famous English churchman,

who has made several visits to China, has

pointed out to the British public, that the

reason new China is a republic rather than

an empire is to be found in the American

mission schools, which have given China

practically all that it knows of modern

Western education.

WESTERNIZING THE ORIENT.

The peculiar potency of the teacher,

and the fact that he who trains the youth
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of a nation determines that nation’s des-

tiny, has always been seen by the mis-

sionaries. These statistics report that

somebody has characterized as the most

colossal work of altruism in the world

the fact that a million and a half of stu-

dents in Asia and Africa are at the pres-

ent time being educated in missionary

schools. Along with their modern sciences

they are being indoctrinated with the

Christian religion and the practical result,

from a political standpoint, is that the

Orient is being westernized so rapidly that

one is dazed in trying to follow the prog-

ress of events .—Evening Sun, New York.

GOD’S BANISHED RESTORED.
Absalom slew Amnon. his brother, be-

cause he humbled his sister, Tamar. Am-
non deserved to die, but Absalom was not

king and had no right to execute the

criminal. It was a Harry K. Thaw case

in assassinating White. Absalom fled to

Gerar, a province to the northeast of

Bashan, and remained in exile three years.

But the heart of David longed for Ab-

salom. Jacob, the astute observer, saw

this. He requisitioned a wise woman of

Tekoa to open the way for David to carry

out his wishes. She went to the king

feigning herself a widow, having two

sons and one had slain the other, and the

family arose against her and demanded

that the guilty be delivered to the avenger

of blood, and thereby her coal would be

quenched. The king’s sympathies were

enlisted, and he assured her that not a

hair of her son’s head should be touched.

Xow, David is in the trap. She imme-

diately unmasks her purpose and asks him

to do for Absalom what he had promised

her, namely, waive justice and exercise

executive clemency. To encourage the

king, she lifts her argument to a higher

plane and reminds him that we are all

God’s banished ones and are hopelessly

lost, “as water spilled on the ground”;

but God “deviseth means,” or “plans

plannings,” that ‘Tie that is banished be

not an outcast from Him.” The purpose

of the Spirit in recording this story was

to give us an object lesson in redemption,

a sample of God’s method of restoring a

lost and guilty race. “These are ensamples

unto us.” (I. Cor. 10, 11.)

THE WHOLE HUMAN FAMILY IS BANISHED FROM

GOD.

This woman of Tekoa voiced what was

evidently the prevailing sentiment in

Israel at that time, that not only the en-

tire human race, but even the chosen peo-

ple were banished from God by reason of

sin. “There is none that doeth good,

no, not one.” “There is not a just man
upon earth that doeth good, and sinneth

not.” It is the conclusion of the apostle:

“We have all sinned and come short of the

glory of God.” She may have had in

mind the story of Cain, who slew his

brother Abel and then fled from the pres-

ence of God to the land of Nod, or “the

land of wandering.” In one view he vol-

untarily escaped from God. In another

view, he was banished from God. Absa-

lom in Gerar was a fugitive from justice;

he was also a judicial exile, under sen-

tence of banishment. She may have had

in mind the story of our first parents in

Eden. When they sinned and God came

in the evening, they fled and hid them-

selves among the trees of the garden. And
when the Lord called them back and pro-

nounced sentence and gave a promise of

hope, we read : “So He drove out the man
and placed a flaming sword at the east

gate of the garden, which turned every

way to keep the tree of life lest he should

eat thereof and live forever.” The sen-

tence : “The day thou eatest of the fruit

of the tree of knowledge, thou shalt sure-

ly die,” was executed at once. Sin sep-

arated and expelled the man from God,
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and that is the death of the soul. If you

take two great panes of glass and place

them together, they adhere so tightly that

you cannot pry them apart. But if grains

of sand, ever so small, be between them,

they fall apart. The particles of dust

separate them as certainly as blocks of

granite. Sin separates the soul from

God. That is the effect of the least act

of rebellion against God. But when “God

drove out the man.” He revealed that He
was willing to have him return, if he

humbly came in the divinely appointed

way. And the only reason why sinners

do not return is their unwillingness to

come back. Missionaries to the South

Pacific groups tell us that they have found

Englishmen and Americans among the

cannibals, who preferred to live there

rather than work and endure and grow in

their own civilized lands. They were not

happy; but they wallowed in filth and

idleness and sin, rather than submit to

the conditions of civilized life. And that

is the choice of sinners. “Ye will not come

unto Me that ye might have life.” “Ye

have loved darkness rather than light, be-

cause your deeds are evil.”

An Arctic explorer has recently an-

nounced the discovery of a tribe of blond

Esquimaux far to the northwest of Hud-

son’s Bay. They are not of the Mon-

golian type, as the others are, making it

likely that they came from Siberia by

way of Bering Strait. But they are Eu-

ropean, and are probably the lost crew of

Sir John Franklin, in the defeated ex-

pedition of 1845. They have no language,

no history, no religion, no civilization.

They proclaim the awful possibilities of

deterioration in the sinful human soul

when separated from God and the envi-

ronment of His Kingdom of Grace. Sin

has wrenched the human soul from God

and smitten it with death, the second

death, eternal death; out of all right re-

lations to God, to itself and to the moral

universe, “forever wasting, yet enduring

still; dying perpetually, yet never dead.”

GOD’S HEART YEARNS FOR THE RETURN OF HIS

BANISHED CHILDREN.

David could not hide it, that his heart

longed for Absalom all the three years of

his exile. It may seem like a perilous

prying into the mystery of the divine

nature to say it, and yet the Scriptures

seem to justify us in declaring that God
the Father yearns over the whole human
family, His banished children, just like

that. Take this statement: “God saw

the wickedness of man, that it was great

upon the earth, and that everyimagination

of his heart was only evil, and that con-

tinually, and it repented the Lord that

He had made man upon the earth, and it

grieved Him at His heart.” God is in-

finitely happy, and yet the loss of the

children of men gave Him heart sorrow.

Take this: “As I live, saith the Lord, I

have no pleasure in the death of him that

dieth, but that the wicked should return

unto Me and live; turn ye, turn ye, for

why will ye die, 0 house of Israel!”

“How can I give thee up, Ephraim ? How
can I deliver thee, Israel? How can I

set thee as Adma? How can I make thee

as Zeboim? My heart is turned within

me, and my repentings are kindled to-

gether.” It is a principle of human na-

ture, that when we have lost anything,

there is a sense of loss that prompts us to

search for it with a zeal and persistence

that may be out of all proportion to the

value of the lost article. And the Saviour

uses this principle in the three parables

recorded in the fifteenth chapter of Luke

to convince us that God experiences a

sense of loss in the banishment of any

human soul. The shepherd left the ninety

and nine sheep and went into the moun-

tains to search for the lost sheep simply

because it was lost and he was the loser.
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The woman who lost one of ten pieces of

silver swept the house until she recovered

it, because of the sense of loss. The father

waited and watched for the return of his

prodigal son, and rejoiced with great joy

on his return, because he had been lost

and was found, and had been dead, but

was alive again. This is a three-fold

declaration that God suffers the sense of

loss in every wandering child, and yearns

for the return of His banished. The Son

of God, in the days of His flesh, stood

upon Mount Olivet and stretched out His

arms toward Jerusalem and exclaimed:

“0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that kill-

est the prophets and stonest them that

are sent unto thee, how often would I

have gathered thee, as a hen gathers her

chickens under her wings, and ye would

not. Behold your house is left unto you

desolate !” There is no more pathetic

expression of the yearning of the divine

heart for the perishing, who go down to

death by their own choice, than these

words of the Son of God. And God’s

people, who are made partakers of the

divine nature, voice this divine compas-

sion in the ears of all men. “He that

is wise (possessed of this gracious wis-

dom) winneth souls.”

THERE ARE COLOSSAL DIFFICULTIES TO BE OVER-

COME IN RESTORING GOD’S BANISHED.

The two words “banished” and “ex-

pelled” are the same in Hebrew. The

word is forensic and signifies that they

are under sentence of judicial exclusion.

God is and must be just, in dealing with

sinners. Prof. Henry C. Yedder, of Cro-

zier Theological Seminary, read a paper

in Park Street Church, Boston, before

the ministers, November 11, 1912, on

“The Eevolt from Paul.” He contended

that Paul was rabbinical and viewed God

as Law-giver and Judge. John Calvin

followed Paul, and based his theology

upon God’s decrees, and taught that the

Son of God died as the sinner’s substitute.

But our age revolts from Paul and turns

to Christ, Who taught the Fatherhood of

God and universal love. But such a pre-

sentation is separated from the truth by

celestial diameters. Christ taught the in-

finite love of God and so did Paul. Paul

taught that Christ died for our sins, and

so did Christ. They both taught that the

salvation of the sinner was only possible

when the eternal Son gave His life a ran-

som for him. “The Son of Man came to

give His life a ransom for many.” The

two leading events of our lives over which

we have no control, our birth and our

death, were appropriated by God’s Son

for our salvation. He came for the ex-

press purpose of dying for us. Consider

1. There is no salvation possible that

does not guarantee the majesty of the

divine law, the stability of the divine

government and th^ holiness and justice

of God. David waived these and it came

near being the undoing of his kingdom.

Why was it that, when the gambler, Ros-

enthal, had been shot in New York, the

forces of justice were set in operation and

four men convicted of murder in the first

degree? It was because the days of the

government are numbered when justice

falls in the streets. The stability of the

government depends upon the enforce-

ment of law and the establishing of jus-

tice. For one hundred years the blue

cover of the Edinburgh Review has borne

the motto : “The judge is convicted when

the guilty is acquitted.” Well, civil gov-

ernment is an ordinance of God, and a

sample or integral part of His government

of the moral universe. What is right in

the earthly court is right in heaven, and

what is wrong for the judicial tribunal on

earth is wrong on the great White Throne.

The flaming sword at the east gate of

Eden, which turned every way to keep

the tree of life, was the symbol of divine
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justice. There was no salvation without

the fruit of the tree of life, and there was

no reaching that tree but by way of the

flaming sword, and no creature could ap-

proach that sword and live. But the

Son of God, in human nature, approached

that sword and it pierced His human na-

ture, until it touched the divine nature,

and that quenched its flame forever, and

a new and living way was opened for sin-

ners to approach the tree of life and par-

take of its fruit and live forever. So that

the death of God’s Son made the pardon

of sin and the restoration of the sinner

consistent with and gloriously illustrative

of the perfections of God, the stability of

the divine government, and the majesty

of the divine law. “Now is the Son of

Man glorified and God is glorified in

Him.”

2. There is no salvation possible that

does not lead the sinner to hate and for-

sake sin. David brought Absalom back

by executive clemency, but that did not

make his son better, but only worse. If

our Governor should exercise his pardon-

ing power and liberate all the prisoners in

our State penitentiary, the community

would cry out against him for letting

loose such a horde of criminals to prey

upon their property and lives. Why do

men attribute to God what the better

judgment of mankind repudiates in God’s

ordinance? When the sinner sees that

Jesus is God, coming into human life,

taking upon Him our guilt, suffering for

us the wrath and curse of God, then he

realizes the depth and heinousness of his

sins, and cries out :
“0 wretched man that

I am, who shall deliver me from the body

of this death!” And such a man, under

such convictions, realizes that nothing but

the death of the Son of God is sufficient

for his deliverance. Nothing but the

Cross of Christ is sufficient to cure the

sinner’s alienation from God, or cleanse

the depth of depravity in his heart, or

awaken a response to God’s love.

Boston, Mass. (Rev.) J. M. Foster.

(Concluded next issue.)

An electric bell tinkled sharply beside the florist’s desk. “Frost !” he said, and ran

hatless to the greenhouses. “The fires had sunk,” the florist explained on his return.

“The watchman had fallen asleep. But for my frost bell I’d have lost hundreds of

dollars.

“Frost bells are now pretty generally used by florists and fruit growers,” he went

on. “An electrical contrivance is connected with a thermometer, and when the

mercury falls to a certain point—you regulate this danger point to suit yourself—

a

bell rings a warning in your house or office. Many a crop of winter fruit and flowers

has been saved in the past year or two by the clever little frost bell.”

If Christians could only have a frost bell attached to them in some way, so that

they might be plainly warned of the fact that they are getting too cold, it might save

many a Christian from being spiritually frostbitten, and also save the Church from

great loss .—The Standard. i

“Negligence is enough to condemn a man. In order to go down to the nethermost

depths, you do not need to do anything; you have simply not to do something, and

down you will go by gravitation.”

—

Alex. Maclaren, D.D.

If ever you get light it will be in this way: Christ must be a great light to you.

Nobody ever found light by raking in his own inward darkness—that is, indeed, seek-

ing the living among the dead.

—

C. E. Spurgeon.
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TEXT BOOK: CHINA’S NEW DAY.

CHAPTER V.

MEDICAL MISSIONS.

The aim of this chapter is to give ns a

glimpse of the appalling physical needs of

China and so help us to realize the urgency

for expanding and reinforcing this phase

of Christian work.

Medical missions should need no de-

fense when the results accomplished by

this branch of the work are so self-

evident; yet it is a good thing for all of

us to consider these results in relation to

the other forms of missionary enterprise.

If hospitals and asylums are evidences

of the Christ spirit of loving ministration

and healing in our own land, how much
more will they speak of Him in lands

where the needs are greater!

Perhaps there is no more vivid illustra-

tion of a disciple walking “in His steps”

than the Christian physician going about

his trying and often very distasteful tasks

of ministering to bodily needs and at the

same time planting the precious seed of

the Word.

The services of medical missionaries in

paving the way for the gospel have been

invaluable. Dr. Peter Parker is said to

have opened China at the point of a

lancet, and all familiar with the situation

agree that access to the higher classes

would have been almost impossible with-

out the friendships created by the phy-

sician. Eealizing, then, the importance

of this branch of Christian service, for

humanity’s sake and for Christ’s sake, let

us face the question of inadequate equip-

ment and overworked doctors and nurses,

and each for himself answer the question

:

“What can I do to help present the re-

ligion of the Great Physician to the

Chinese ?”

Outline.

I.—Reasons for Medical Missions in

China.

a. To exemplify Christian love.

b. To prepare the way for evangelists.

c. Because of great physical suffering.

d. Because of
(

lack of medical knowl-

edge.

II.—First Efforts.

a. Fighting the plague.

b. Vaccination.

c. Hospitals.

d. Medical colleges.

III.—Present Day Heeds.

a. American volunteers, especially

women.

b. Sufficient modem equipment.

c. Medical education of the Chinese

women.

Helps eor the Meeting.

To one member may be assigned the

topic, “Medical Work of the Covenanter

Mission in China”—this to include a

sketch of the hospital, names of medical

missionaries, and details of their work.

Other topics assigned may be

:

I.—Prevalence and Causes of Dis-

ease in China.

II.—Amusing instances of Chinese

doctoring.
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III.—Life stories of Hu King Eng,

Ida Kahn, Mary Stone and

Li Bi Cu.

Leaflets giving their stories may be

secured from the Methodist Women’s

Foreign Missionary Society, 36 Brom-

field Street, Boston, Mass.

JUNIOR DEPARTMENT.
Old and Hew China.

Subject, Psa. 22. 27-28; The Days of

Old, Deut. 32, 6-9; Our Fathers have Told

Us, Psa. 44, 1-3; Old Things are Passed

Away, II. Cor. 5, 7 ; Thus Saith the

Lord, Isa. 43, 15-21; Remember the

Works of God, Psa. 77, 11-12; The
Righteous Shall Inherit the Land, Psa.

37, 29. Prayer for the workers and the

converts. Also for the little girl whose

story is told in the following letter

:

Dear Juniors in America:

Good morning. Have you eaten rice?

Oh, no, of course not, for you’ve been in

bed only an hour or two. Well, I’ve had

my breakfast and am ready for a good

play, but I think I will write you a letter

instead, and tell you something about

myself. My name is Ah Lai Mooi, and I

am nine years old, though I was only

seven and a half when this picture was

taken.

My friend, Ah Tsoi, has my little sister

on her back, but I usually carried her

myself when my mother was busy. She

was Mrs. Wright’s washwoman before she

went to America, so I had to take care

of Shau Tai most of the time, it seemed

to me. When she was a tiny baby and

slept most of the time, it wasn’t so hard

to have her on my back
; but when she got

older and heavier and naughtier, she was

very hard to manage.

We live up in the city of Tak Hing,

and I came down with my mother every

day and went to the
frLove the Doctrine”

Girls’ School. “Well,” you say, “I have

to take care of my baby sister when I am
not at school, too, so I don’t think you

have such a hard time.” But did you

ever have to take the baby to school with

you ? Perhaps you would rather just stay

at home than do that, but I wouldn’t, for

you know little girls in China were never

taught to read and write till the foreign-

ers came, so when we have a chance to

learn, we are ten parts pleased to go to

school, and are very diligent to study.

My mother couldn’t work very well with

Shau Tai on her back, and anyway her

little head would be almost shaken off

while mother rubbed the clothes on the

washboard, don’t you think? So I took

her to school.

Sometimes when she was asleep, I would

let her lie on my seat or on my desk and

my back would get rested some. But

when she woke up, I had to hurry and

get her tied on my back again, and rock

and swing and jiggle and pat her all the

time, to keep her quiet, so she wouldn’t
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bother the other girls. Sometimes she

would get real cross, and cry so much Miss

Dean would send me out of school with

her. I just couldn’t bear to miss my
classes, so mother would put her into an

empty tub and I would run back to school

and leave her to scream and cry till she

went to sleep, or someone took her up. I

think some of the foreigners thought she

was very naughty, or that we were ver}T

cruel to her. Of course, I couldn’t tell

what they said about us in English, but

I could see how cross they looked some-

times.

I’m sure you have nice happy homes

over in America, but I’m sorry to say

mine isn't altogether happy. In the first

place, we don’t live in a big clean, airy

house, but in a little brick house with

floors of dirt, brick or stone; walls all

blackened with smoke, because we have

no chimneys—no windows and no books

or pictures, except some magazine pic-

tures I got at school. Then we let our

pigs, dogs and chickens live right in the

house with us, too; so it is very hard to

keep it clean.

But that isn’t the worst of it. People

sa}r that my father is a very bad man and

a gambler
;
but I love him, and I think

he loves me, too, though he is very cruel

to my mother. I can remember that

when I was a tiny little girl he would

sometimes come home very angry, take the

money my mother had earned, and go

away again, and sometimes he would beat

her very hard with a big bamboo stick.

He was pleased to have her work for the

foreigners, because she got good wages,

but he didn’t want her to learn the Jesus

doctrine. However, she learned enough

of it to believe in Jesus, and was baptized,

though she knew my father would be

very angry.

One time the foreigners gave a Chinese

feast for their servants, and we were late

getting home. My father met us at the

door with a big stick, and said to mother,

“Is it true that you believe this Jesus

doctrine, and have been baptized?” She
said it was

; then he beat her so hard she

became insensible and her body was all

black and blue. I was so frightened I

just screamed and cried till I lost all my
good supper. When my mother was able,

we ran away and went to the foreigners

and stayed for a while. By and by he

went to Canton to be a soldier, and we
didn’t see him for a long time, so our

home was more peaceful and happy. Then
this summer he sent for us to go to Can-

ton and live with him, but he was sent

away to hunt robbers and pirates, so we
came back home again.

I am a believe-Jesus little girl, and I

wish my father was a Christian, too, then

we would have a happier home. Will you

not all pray that our heavenly Father will

change his heart and make him a good

man? We thank the heavenly Father

many times for sending the foreigners to

teach us about Jesus, and we thank you

for praying for us, and for giving your

money and your friends to send to China.

May the heavenly Father bless you each

one.

From your little Chinese sister,

Ah Lai Mooi.

Tol: Ring, Ch ina.

WORK OF IOWA PRESBYTERIAL
ASSOCIATION.

Are the Women’s Missionary Societies

worth while? The important work being

done by the Women’s Missionary Societies

in our Church is, we fear, very much

underestimated by many women in the

different congregations who are not tak-

ing an active part in the work.

A brief history of that which has been

accomplished by a little band of women

in Iowa Presbytery may serve to interest
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those who do not now take seriously this

work.

In the fall of 1886, Mrs. J. A. Black,

Mrs. C. D. Trumbull (who on Thanks-

giving Eve so calmly and peacefully en-

tered her well-earned rest) and a few

others were active in organizing the

Women’s Missionary Societies of the Iowa

Presbytery into a Presbyterial Associa-

tion. The object of this Association was

to “promote mission work in our own and

all lands, and to cultivate a missionary

spirit in these congregations.”

What then has been some of the prac-

tical results of this organization? Con-

ventions have been held annually, and in

this way the women of these congrega-

tions have been spiritually vitalized. They

have prayed together, planned together,

and labored together for more than a

quarter of a century, and thus have been

led to believe that they have an important

place in the mission work of our Church,

and a part in the world-wide missionary

enterprise which, in the power of the

Holy Ghost, is to evangelize the world.

For the past seven years this Associa-

tion, in its five individual societies, has

followed the Foreign Mission Study

course. This uniform and systematic

study has proved very helpful to us in

creating interest and enthusiasm in mis-

sion work.

In a financial way also, this band of

women have helped in carrying out the

Master’s parting command to go and

disciple the non-Christian world. Each

member of the local societies gives each

year a free-will offering over and above

the amount contributed monthly for vari-

ous mission purposes. This free-will of-

fering is collected at the annual conven-

tion, and is called the annual thank of-

fering fund.

For a number of years this money was

devoted to the various mission fields.

wherever the need seemed greatest. But

for the last four years we have taken it

upon us to pay the salary of Miss May
Elsey, nurse in our Latakia hospital.

The advantage of having a definite ob-

ject in view when raising money for mis-

sions, is seen in the following compari-

son: In the first twenty-two years of our

organization, the thank offering amount-

ed to $2,673.45. But during the last four

years, since having before us the definite

aim of Miss Elsey’s salary, the thank ot-

tering has totaled $1,982, or nearly five

times as much each year when striving

toward a definite goal. We are no more

in numbers now than then, but this in-

centive has led to a more consecrated and

self-sacrificing effort. And during these

years the reflex blessing of spiritual en-

richment, with enlarged vision of need

and opportunity, has been most satisfy-

ing.

The Covenanter Church is certainly

dealing in ftfbig business” when she shoul-

ders her share of the great world field,

and has taken upon her the gigantic task

of teaching the gospel to the Island of

Cyprus
;
also to some 500,000 souls on the

eastern shore of the Mediterranean Sea,

and to a million and a half of souls on the

West River in China. All this in addition

to her home mission work. But by a

united effort of all the women and the

girls, and a like effort on the part of the

men and the boys of the Covenanter

Church, we can, through the power of the

Holy Spirit, accomplish this God-given

task.

Mrs. S. E. Greer.

Washington, la.

“LABORERS TOGETHER.*’

We are glad to present this record of

the work accomplished by the women of

the Iowa Association. We hope for a

(Continued on page 48.)
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EDITORIAL NOTES.
WANTED-TWO PHYSICIANS: ONE FOR SUADIA AND THE OTHER FOR LATAKIA; A TRAINED NURSE

FOR ASIA MINOR; A FEMALE TEACHER FOR SUADIA; A MALE TEACHER, A COLLEGE GRADUATE,

FOR CYPRUS; AND SIX ORDAINED MINISTERS TO BE STATIONED IN CHINA OR THE LEVANT, AS

NECESSITIES MAY DETERMINE.—!?. M. S.

Through the courtesy of Mr. Wm. G.

Carson, we are able to give our readers a

New Year’s greeting that Mrs. M. E.

Stevenson sent out to the members of

First Philadelphia Congregation:

“As the year was drawing to a close

my heart went out to you as did the heart

of your beloved pastor one year ago. He
sent you an earnest letter, appealing to

you for more faithful and active service

in all lines of Christian work.

“I am moved to send you a missionary

message. The missionary letter sent out

by our own Foreign Mission Board

awakened me from my deep sorrow to

look out upon others’ sorrows. My vision

looks out upon millions on millions in

pagan darkness, without God or hope or

comfort in all their sorrows. This after

a century of missionary effort, prayers,

sighs and tears, gifts and sacrifices.

“To us has come the opportunity of a

lifetime. Less than five years ago both

Turkey and China (where our fields as

a Church lie) ‘were as sleeping levia-

thans.’ Now, what a change ! All at

once in Turkey the strange cry was heard

‘Long live liberty !’ And then the Caliph

of Islam was dethroned and exiled and

shorn of power. China, a new republic,

and the leaders spiritual children of the

missionaries, two-thirds of the Consti-

tutional Assembly being Christians. What

page of history is so interesting as the

making of a republic! If these two na-

tions might be led to take the law of

Christ as their guide, what a power they

would become

!

“What might we do in this most mo-

mentous hour?

“1. We ought to acquaint ourselves

with the condition of the world, and the

progress being made along all lines in

Christ’s Kingdom. We must cast up the

highway, gather up the stones before the

King’s chariot can roll on to triumphant

victory. To-day two great movements are

penetrating the kingdom of darkness—the

foreign mission movement and the tem-

perance reformation. These two move-

ments are under one Commander and are

advancing our cau§e.

“2. Pray for the missionaries and

their work, that the laborers may be

found for our needy fields, and that the

means may be poured into our treasury

to send them on their way rejoicing. ‘Ask

and ye shall receive.’

“3. That we may give to this cause

as God has prospered us. ‘There is need-

ed,’ said Horace Bushnell, ‘one more re-

vival among Christians—a revival of

Christian giving. When that revival

comes, the Kingdom of God will come in

a day.’

“4. We ought to try to pass on cur

enthusiasm and knowledge to others.

“Let us ring out the old and ring in

llie new, and the larger things which are

God’s will for the Church. The day of

great consecration and sacrifice is at

hand.

“The time has come for the Church of

the West to plant its ideals in the Orient.

To-morrow may be too late. ‘The King’s

business requireth haste.’
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“Let us put on our whole armor to

make Christ universal King.

“I hope you will pardon this long New
Year’s greeting, but I know what mes-

sage my dear husband and comrade would

desire me to send you.

“Your Sister in Christ,

“M. E. Stevenson/’

We venture to say that this letter, pre-

pared under such touching circumstances,

will do more to awaken the churches to

the claims of our foreign missions to their

prayers and liberality than a score of

formal editorials.

The thousand dollar checks that we in-

vited the rich men of the Church to send

to Olive Trees toward a fund for the

erection of a home for the second minister

in Latakia, have not been received up to

this date, but it is a pleasure to report

the following generous offerings for that

purpose from missionary societies, Sab-

bath schools and individuals

:

Y. P. C. E. of York Congregation..$15.00

Sabbath school of same church .... 20.00

Belle Center Congregation, Ohio.. 25.25

L. M. S. of Almonte, Ontario, Can. 8.00

L. M. S. of Millers Run Congrega’n 25.00

Mrs I. G-. Torrens, Second N. Y. . 5.00

If the pressing need of a home to shel-

ter a missionary family from the storm

does not move the men and women who

have money and comfortable homes, ver-

bal appeals would not secure any resillts.

Within the closing weeks of the Old

Year, Olive Trees received and passed

on to Treasurer S. A. S. Metheny, M.D.,

the following contributions :

Fifteen dollars from L. M. Society

Second Boston for the Syrian Mission;

nineteen dollars from Mrs. L. M. Wylie,

Valley City, N. D., to be equally divided

between Syria and China; thirty dollars

from Rev. D. S. Faris, Sparta, 111., to be

divided equally between the Mission to

Syria and the Mission to China; fourteen

dollars for Syrian Mission, and thirteen

dollars for Mission to China from Mrs.

E. A. Long, Chicago.

4
A personal letter from Rev. R. A. Blair,

dated Olathe, Kans., Jan. 2, 1913, closes

with these encouraging sentences : “The

Avork here is going on quietly. I had the

pleasure and privilege of being at Lake

Reno for ten days, and we had fine meet-

ings. Ten professed their faith in Christ

and eight united with the Church. Two
married men and four young unmarried

men alnong them. Those with homes

started family worship the next morning

after their confession. I spoke to them

Sabbath on the mission work of all our

fields. They have promised to increase

their offerings next year, or rather, this

year. One man gave me fifty dollars

while I was there, which was nearly as

much as the whole congregation gave last

year. I am kept very busy here. I have

three services every Sabbath besides Sab-

bath school and Young People’s meeting.”

This statement shows what might be

accomplished if pastors went into their

pulpits every Sabbath expecting conver-

sions and realizing that the object of

preaching is the salvation of souls.

At a meeting of the Board of Foreign

Missions, in New York, December 31,

1912, Rev. Samuel Edgar, who has been

hard at work ever since he came home on

a brief furlough, was instructed to take a

month or six weeks’ rest with his family

and then visit as many congregations and

Presbyteries as he can conveniently till

October, 1913, when he will return to his

field in Northern Syria. This arrange-

ment will prevent him from carrying out

his original plan to sail February 1, 1913.

Miss Mearns and Mr. Carithers, however,
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are expected to leave for the Levant at

that date for their work in the schools at

Latakia and Mersina.

The Board believes that the stirring ad-

dresses of Mr. Edgar will so fully inform

the pastors as to the foreign missionary

work of the Church and so increase their

zeal for the conquest of the world for

Christ, that they shall become enthusiastic

leaders of the people under their super-

vision, and all the congregations shall be

fired with the missionary spirit.

%
The Missionary Review of the World

for January contains a table giving com-

plete statistics of the foreign fnission

work of the Protestant churches. Evi-

dently it has been prepared with great

care, and as the Review has been careful

to obtain its information from the secre-

taries of the several societies, can be re-

lied on as correct in details, and they cer-

tainly show marvelous progress in this

branch of Christian activity. We reprint

on page 37 of this issue an editorial on

these statistics from the New York Even-

ing Sun, which challenges attention.

The Missionary Review comes to our

office every month, and it gives us great

pleasure to commend it to the readers of

Olive Trees. It “is in no sense as the

editor says, “a rival to denominational

periodicals, and is seeking to give a world-

wide view of Christian Missions to intelli-

gent leaders of thought and work in the

English-speaking world.” Annual price

is $2.50. Write to Funk & Wagnalls,

New York.

“LABORERS TOGETHER.”
(Concluded from p. 45, Women’s Dept.)

similar review of the work of the Illinois

Presbyterial organization. Will not the

Women’s Missionary Societies in the dif-

ferent Presbyteries not yet banded to-

gether, undertake to form Women’s Pres-

byterial Associations, and thus be pre-

pared for more aggressive work for the

Master? Let us take for our inspiring

motto, “We are laborers together with

God,” and realize there are many doors

open to the women of our Church, if we

but consecrate ourselves and our posses-

sions to God during the year that is before

us.

“He has need of your life

In the thick of the strife,

For a weak one will fall

If you fail at His call.

“He is counting on you,

On your silver and gold,

On that treasure you hold,

That a part may be used

To spread the glad news

Of the One Who is able.

“He is counting on you,

On a love that will share

In His burden of prayer.

For the souls He has bought

With His life blood; and sought

Through His sorrow and pain

To win ‘Home’ again.”

A cablegram dated Hong Kong, January 7, 1913, reports an accession of seventeen

at communion on previous Sabbath to the membership of the Church at Tak Hing,

South China.

Men do not complain of the Sixth Commandment, which protects their persons,

nor of the Eighth, which protects their property; why, then, should they complain

of the Fourth, which protects their rightful heritage, a weekly day of rest ?—Eugene

Stock.



FOREIGN MISSIONARIES OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 1913,

Rev. Jas. S. Stewart, D. D
Rev. Samuel Edgar
J. M. Balph, M. D
Miss Mattie R. Wylie , ,

Miss Maggie B. Edgar
Miss F. May Elsey
Miss A. Louise Crockett
Miss Florence Mearns

Latakia, Syria,

.

Rey. Robert E. Willson.

—

Rev. Andrew J. McFarland
John Peoples, M. D
Miss Evadna M. Sterrett. . .

.

Miss Elma French

* Mersina
,
Asia Miner.

Rev. Walter McCarroll
Mr. Roy Esmond Smith
Mr. Charles A. Stewart....

Calvin McCarroll. M.D

Rev. A. I. Robb, D. D
Rev. J. K, Robb
Rev. Julius Kempf
Rev. D. R. Taggart
Rev. William M. Robb on furlough

J. M. Wright, M. D :

Miss Kate McBurney, M. D
Miss Ida M. Scott, M. D
Miss Mary R. Adams
Miss Ella Margaret Stewart ...

Miss Jennie Dean
Miss Rose Huston
Miss Annie J. Robinson

|

Larnaca, Cyprus.

|
Nicosia

,
Cyprus.

Tak Hi?ig Chau
,
West River

,

South China.

Rev. Ernest C. Mitchell
) ^ c . T rr . „. c ,, .

Miss Jean McBurney, M. D
[

Do S,n*’ Rivtr, South China.

HOME MISSIONARIES OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 1913.

Rev. W. AV. Carithers, Indian Mission
,

Apache
,

O. T.

Rev. W. J. Sanderson, Southern Mission
,

Selma
,
Ala.

Mr. William Carson, Jewish Mission
,

Soo So. Fifth Street
,
Philadelphia

,
Pa.

POST OFFICE ADDRESSES OF TREASURERS.
Syrian Mission, Mission in China and Church Erection—Dr. S. A. S.

Metheny, 617 N. 43d Street, Philadelphia, Pa.
Domestic Mission; Southern Mission; Indian Mission; Testimony'

Bearing; Sustentation; Theological Seminary; Ministers’, Widows’ and
Orphans’ Fund; Literary; Students’ Aid—Mr. J. S. Tibby, 41 1 Penn Building,

Pittsburg, Pa.

Jewish Mission—Dr. S. A. S. Metheny, 617 N. 43d Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

Aged People’s Home—Mrs. A. G. Wallace, 235 Fourth Ave., Pittsburg, Pa.
National Reform—Mr. J. S. Tibby, 41 1 Penn Building, Pittsburg, Pa.



Transportation Agency XI:!,S3SJESI*
All questions relating to RailwayTand Steamship Rates
for Missionaries and Freight should be addressed to

WILLIAM G. CARSON, 205 SOUTH 42d STREET,
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

Telephone, 785 Morningside

WM. McCLEAN’S SON

Undertaker and Embalmer
508 WEST 134th STREET

ROBERT L. McCLEAN NEW YORK

WILLIAM R. JENKINS,
*nloli»lior, Book-eeller, Stationer anci Printer.

Publisher and Importer of FRENCH BOOKS,

851 <fc 853 SIXTH AVENUE,
N. W. Cor. 48th Street, IMEW YORK.

Card Engraving, Stamping, Wedding: Invitations,

PICTURES AND PICTURE PRAIS/IING.
SEND FOR CATALOGUE.

Ttkpkou*. 2700 Worth. EstohlHUd IS66.

The J. W, Pratt Co.

Printers and

Manufacturing Stationers,

52 to 52 DUANE STREET, NEW YORK.

MACKEOWN’S
26^ East 33d Street, New York
26X East 42d Street.

EYESIGHT TESTING ROOMS
FOR SPECTACLES

Telephone, 6363 Madison Square

JAMES S. TIBBY SW'iJiKS Pittsburg, Pa.
SELLS THE FOLLOWING COVENANTER LITERATURE

PSALM BOOKS (old and new versions), TESTIMONY,
BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, MINUTES OF SYNOD, CON-
FESSION OF FAITH, CATECHISMS, TALES OF
COVENANTERS, POETS and POETRY, ROMANISM
ANALYZED, HISTORY OF THE TRIAL, 1891

WRITE POR PRICES


